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A. I am quite sure. We should then have gone by the decision of the majority. It is not so much the fault of men as the absence of responsibility under which they labour. Even these very people, if elected, would act differently.
Q.. Would you not use salt for taxing and balancing the budget?1 Would you not agree to the Federation having limitless powers to tax some articles including salt?2
A. The Federation should have no right to tax salt. Not unless I wanted to commit the sin of taxing the poor would I think of balancing the budget by taxing salt. If you want to balance the budget, why not cut down the military expenditure ? It would be a crime against humanity to add to the already heavy burden of the poor Indian tax-payer. You may as well tax air and water and expect India to live.
Young India, 5-11-1931
135.   LETTER TO NAWAB OF BHOPAL
88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE,
LONDON, W.,
October 19,  1931
DEAR NAWAB  SAHEB,
At the meeting that is to take place at Claridge's tonight, I suggest that the following proposals be discussed.
Only certain heads of revenue such as:
a.   Customs, subject to existing rights of the States.
b.   Similarly salt.
c.   Export Opium.
d.   Excises on articles (today)  levied in   addition to   Custom duties.
e.   The   receipts   from   federal     commercial     undertakings, e.g., Railways, Posts and Telegraphs.
f.    Profits from Federal Currency.
g.   Existing revenue derived direct   from   the Provinces, e.g., Income Tax, and from the States through   the   territories ceded by them and in other ways, be accepted as  common sources of Federal revenue   against   expenditure  to   the extent of the revenue that might accrue   through   such
1 This was asked at the Birmingham meeting
2 This was asked by Lord Sankey.